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peace granting them this territory; but nine years later his
son Justinian II broke the peace and invaded the land that the
Greeks were beginning to call Bulgaria, only to be heavily
defeated on his return from a successful campaign. As a
result Khan Asperuch spread his realm farther to the west,
to the river Isker, which flows into the Danube above
Nicopolis.
During the next decades the Bulgars steadily increased
their power, helped largely by the civil wars of Justinian II.
In 7165 with the Saracen siege of Constantinople in sight,
the Emperor Theodosius III made a peace with them that
allowed their frontier to extend south of the Balkan range,
from the Gulf of Burgas to the upper waters of the Maritza,
gave them a yearly payment of silks and gold, provided for
the exchange of prisoners and refugees, and set up free trade
between the two countries for all merchants armed with a
passport. This peace lasted for nearly forty years. We know
little of Bulgarian history during this period. Probably it
was spent partly in internal struggles amongst the Bulgars,
partly in organizing the Bulgar control of the Slavs.
The Bulgar invasion had been the signal for the Slavs to
forget their allegiance to the Empire. From 675 to 677 the
Slavs of Macedonia, led by a band of Bulgars coming
probably from the middle Danube, besieged Salonica, and,
as usual, it needed St. Demetrius himself to save the city.
The Serbs and behind them the Croats (who had both
reached their present homes in the days of Heraclius)
established their independence. But the Slavs of the eastern
half of the peninsula found the change of masters a change
for the worse. We do not know the numbers of the invading
Bulgars but they must have been considerable. They made
their headquarters in the rolling plain and among the foot-
hills at the north-east end of the Balkan range, between
Varna and the Danube. From here round their capital of
Pliska the Slavs were entirely driven out, and the population
was purely Bulgar; farther afield the Slavs were kept as a
broad fence round the Bulgar centre. These Slavs either
maintained their old chieftains or soon evolved a native
aristocracy encouraged by the Bulgars; but the administra-
tion would seem to have been conducted by Bulgar officials.